
Short CV 
Maki Shinohara has served as UNHCR Spokesperson in Afghanistan, 2001-2003. She 
worked extensively in former Yugoslavia, and was the special assistant to Mrs. Sadako 
Ogata, President of Japan International Cooperation Agency, former UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees and former Japanese Prime Minister's Representative 
Envoy for Afghanistan.   She is currently leading emergency teams in Iraq and other 
complex humanitarian situations, as UNHCR's Senior Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Officer.  Prior to joining UNHCR in 1992, she was a staff writer for a major US 
newspaper. 
 
Yoshiyuki Yamamoto has worked as Programme Coordinator, United Nations Office for 
Humanitarian Coordinator's Office for Afghanistan (1998-1999), Officer-in-Charge, 
Sub-office, Kabul (2000-2001) and Senior Reintegration Officer, Office of Chief of 
Mission in Afghanistan (2002), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR).  He served as Associate Professor, Graduate School of Law, Nagoya 
University for a year (2002-2003), and served as Head of Programme Section, United 
Nations Mine Action Centre for Afghanistan (2004-2007). He is currently working as 
Portfolio Manager, North America Office, United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS).
 
Nobutaka Miyahara has served as deputy chief of mission, Embassy of Japan in 
Afghanistan from August 2002 to August 2004 after he, as director of the second Middle 
East division of the Foreign Ministry of Japan, participated in planning post-9.11 
Japanese policy towards Afghanistan.  He quit the foreign ministry in July 2005 after 
having worked for it for more than 22 years.  He is currently a professor at the Faculty of 
Literature, Kurume University and a senior associate fellow at the Japan Institute of 
International Affairs (JIIA). 
 
Yukimasa Fukuda is currently Senior Economist, Institute for International Monetary 
Affairs (IIMA), Tokyo.  Prior to IIMA, he served extensively in the field of Japan’s official 
development assistance at the Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund of Japan (OECF) 
and Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC).  While at OECF/JBIC, his 
overseas posts included OECF Washington Office (USA), OECF Cairo Office (Egypt), 
Resident Director for the Transition Team of the Middle East and North Africa 
Development Bank (Cairo), and JICA expert as an advisor to the government of 
Afghanistan; Afghanistan Aid Coordination Authority and Ministry of Finance.       
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