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LESSONS FROM THE UIGHURS’ REVOLT  
 
Keiko Chino  
 
G8/G7 summits held in Italy are prone to accidents 
despite the relatively low interest of international 
society: Japanese Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira 
died shortly before the 1980 Venice Summit, 
prompting Japan to send an acting prime minister, 
and the 1994 Naples Summit was held just after the 
death of North Korean leader Kim Il Sung. This 
year’s summit in L'Aquila in central Italy was also 
plagued by an accident – riots in China's Xinjiang 
Uighur Autonomous Region. 
  
The views expressed in this piece are the author’s own and should 
not be attributed to The Association of Japanese Institutes of 
Strategic Studies. 
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Chinese President Hu Jintao hurried home, resulting in the absence of 

the central player in the summit’s limelight. In other words, a primary theme of 

the G8 summit – whether China is really trustworthy – was revealed. However, 

the Uighur issue was totally skipped, not even mentioned in the Declaration. This 

is in stark contrast to the 1989 Paris Summit, which issued a political declaration 

after harshly condemning China for the killings of pro-democracy protesters at 

Tiananmen Square. Even the torch relay before the 2008 Summer Olympics in 

Beijing drew harsh international criticism due to China’s handling of the unrest in 

Tibet. 

A Japanese foreign ministry official told me there were “many reasons” 

behind the silence at the summit, which had too many agenda items to be 

discussed on a limited time schedule. The “many,” I guess, can be summarized 

as follows: the world owes too much to China. As such, world leaders avoid 

issues that would offend China.  

The Uighur problem and the G8’s silence on this revealed at least two 

things. Firstly, the G8 summit missed a golden opportunity to present its raison 

d'etre. It has been pointed out in recent years that the importance of the G8 

summit is declining. The rise of the G20 and even the G2 (the United States and 

China) replacing the G8 have been talked of this year. It is certainly true that the 

G20 better reflects the reality of the global economy than the G8 does. Yet the 

question is: can the G20 hold responsible discussions on the problem of the 

Uighurs? 

The G8 is certainly at a crossroads, but the key is to improve it, not to 

discard it. I think it is time for the G8 to get back to grass roots. These include 

respect for democracy, or human rights and freedom, and an emphasis on open 

market economies. The G8 must address in a timely manner issues that cannot 

be ignored from the standpoints of human rights and humanism, such as China’s 

handling of the Uighurs’ revolt. The G8 should take up global issues that cannot 

be handled by the G20. Such issues should come before agenda items prepared 

well in advance like traditional cuisine for New Year’s in Japan. 

Secondly, the incident revealed the seriousness of the problems facing 

China in both domestic and foreign affairs. What underlay the Uighurs’ riots were 
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not just the clash between the authorities and the minority, but the ethnic conflict 

between the Hans and the Uighurs. It has been pointed out that mass migration 

of the Han people into Xinjiang along with the large-scale development of the 

western regions may be behind the riot. According to a book written by Ke Wang, 

a Kobe University professor, the 2000 population census of China showed that 

the Han population in Xinjiang had increased by 27% over the previous ten 

years, growing from 37.68% to 40.61% to Xinjiang’s total population. This is a 

result of the rapid economic development and growth propelled by the Chinese 

government. 

An economically “strong” Han population oppressing the minority – a 

similar pattern can be found in China’s foreign relations. Clashes between China 

aggressively pursuing resources and energy around the globe and local peoples 

have often been reported from Africa, Latin America, the South Pacific and 

elsewhere. 

The Chinese authorities insist that China is seeking a “peaceful rise,” but 

repression or conciliation await those who refuse to conform. There are also 

cover-ups and media control designed to consolidate the government’s line. 

Nonetheless, the number of riots and protests is only increasing: from 8,300 in 

1993 to over 90,000 in 2006 (which translates to 250 per day.) It is all the more 

surprising that the Chinese government has stopped releasing the statistics 

(according to the August 6 morning edition of The Mainichi Shimbun). 

It is important for China to respect ethnic traditions, cultures and 

religions, and to present a vision and policy to realize a multiethnic and 

multicultural country. As the Scriptures say, people do not live by bread alone. 

Both the United States, which is engaged in strategic and economic dialogue 

with China, and Japan, which is promoting a strategic relationship of mutual 

benefit with China, must rethink their approaches. An easy engagement policy 

well serves neither the international community nor China. This is the lesson 

from the Uighurs’ revolt.  

 
Keiko Chino is an editorial writer and columnist for The Sankei Shimbun. 

 3http://www.jiia.or.jp/en/commentary 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


