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JAPAN-U.S. SECURITY SEMINAR
March 23-24, 2012
J.W. Marriott Hotel » San Francisco, CA

Friday, March 23
3:00PM Welcoming Remarks
Yoshiji Nogami, JIIA President
Ralph Cossa, Pacific Forum CSIS President

3:15-5:00PM Session I: A New Strategic Setting?
Japan Presenter: Yasuhiro Matsuda
US Presenter: Evans Revere

The opening session explores the two allies’ strategic priorities, focusing on global and
regional concerns, and highlighting areas where interests and approaches overlap or
diverge as we design future strategies under a new strategic setting. Key issues include the
death of North Korean leader Kim Jong Il and the assumption of power by his son Kim
Jong Un; perceptions of China, and the impact of its leadership transition; January
elections in Taiwan; March parliamentary elections in South Korea and the presidential
ballot in the ROK in December; and the ramifications of the Russian presidential election.
How will these events impact the security environment? Has the US outreach to Myanmar
changed Southeast Asian dynamics? How? Have tensions over the South China Sea
abated? How can the two governments deal with Iran’s nuclear ambitions? How do
speakers assess the development/maturation of multilateral security architectures in the
region, such as the ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting Plus, the East Asian Summit, and
the Six-Party Talks? As always, this overview sets the stage for in-depth discussions of
US and Japanese security policies and our individual and bilateral efforts to address these
challenges.

5:00-5:30PM Keynote Remarks: Hon. Kurt Campbell

6:30- 9:00PM Reception/Dinner
Keynote Address: Hon. Richard Armitage

Saturday, March 24
8:00-9:00AM Continental Breakfast

9:00-10:15AM  Session I1: Domestic Politics and the Alliance
US Presenter: Gordon Flake
Japan Presenter: Toshihiro Nakayama
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This session examines the political setting in each country and its impact on the alliance. A
Japanese presenter will focus on US developments. How do Japanese perceive US politics
and how it affects US defense and security policy in general and the alliance in particular?
Have the debt discussions impacted US leadership and standing? How will the 2012 US
elections affect the alliance? A US presenter will look at developments in Japan. Are
Japanese politics stable? If not, why not? What is the impact of a continuation of the
political status quo in Tokyo? What are views of the DPJ as a security partner? What is the
impact of Japanese political developments on the alliance? How have the events of March
11, 2011 impacted Japanese politics? The alliance more generally?

10:15-10:30 Break

10:45-12:00 Session 111: Non-military security relations, the region, and the
alliance
Japan Presenter: Yoshiji Nogami
US Presenter: Robert Madsen

This session explores the economic, political, social, and cultural dimensions of the
alliance and regional security. Has the region recovered from the 2008 financial crisis?
What has its effect been on the regional balance of power? How has it affected regional
security? How does each country assess regional economic developments? How important,
for example, is the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)? Will Japan join? What happens if it
doesn’t? What has the impact been of the Korea-US Free Trade Agreement (KORUS)?
How should the US respond to growing economic integration among the “Plus Three”?
How do participants assess China’s economic prospects and their potential impact on
regional security? How do both sides broaden and deepen the non-military dimensions of
the alliance, focusing on both common interests and common values?

12:00-1:30PM  Lunch
Keynote Address: Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi
Parliamentary Senior Vice-Minister for Foreign
Affairs

1:45-3:00PM Session 1V: National Security Policies, Strategic Cooperation, and
the Alliance
US Presenter: James Przystup
Japan Presenter: Matake Kamiya

This session explores the two governments’ thinking about national security policies and
deeper strategic cooperation. How do the two countries enhance their cooperation based on
the Common Strategic Objectives presented by the last “2+2” Joint Statement (June,
2011)? What is the meaning and significance of the US “pivot” to Asia? How will it
impact the alliance? What is the significance of the Darwin Marine rotations? What
expectations does Japan have regarding US deterrence policy and how does it view the US
global posture and nuclear umbrella? What are the implications of changes in US nuclear
policy that lessen the role of nuclear weapons and enhance credible conventional
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deterrence? Do these changes offer the alliance opportunities for burden sharing and a
more “equal” relationship? How are the new National Defense Program Guidelines and
Mid-Term Defense Program being implemented, in particular the idea of “dynamic
deterrence”?

3:15-3:30PM Break
3:30-5:00PM Session V: Visions for the Alliance

Japan Presenter: Hiroshi Nakanishi
US Presenter: James Kelly

This session will focus on how Japan and the US see the alliance evolving. Do we have a
common vision of future security challenges and preferred responses? How does the
alliance fit? What is the significance of the Japanese decision to acquire the F-35? How
does the decision to allow exports of components related to missile defense impact the
alliance? What other countries should the US and Japan be working with to maximize their
contributions (and that of the alliance) to regional security?

5:00-5:30PM Session VI: Conclusions and Wrap Up

This session provides participants an opportunity to make overall observations or to focus
further on specific issues. The chairs will make concluding remarks.

6:30PM Reception/Dinner at Consul General Hiroshi Inomata’s Residence
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